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the need to develop 21st century competencies has received global recognition but instructional
methods have not been reformed to include the teaching of these skills multiple frameworks include
creativity critical thinking communication and collaboration as the foundational competencies
complexities of planning curriculum and delivering instruction to develop the foundational
competencies requires professional training however despite training instructional practice can be
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impacted by barriers caused by personal views of teachers economic constraints access to
resources social challenges pandemic overwhelming pace of global shifts and other influences with
digitalization entering the field of education it is unclear if technology has helped in removing or
eliminating the barriers or has itself become another obstruction in integrating the competencies
gaining an educator s perspective is essential to understanding the barriers as well as solutions
to mitigate the impediments through innovative instructional methods being practiced across the
globe via digital or non digital platforms the need for original contributions from educators
exists in this area of barriers to 21st century education and the role of digitalization the
handbook of research on barriers for teaching 21st century competencies and the impact of
digitalization discusses teaching the 21st century competencies namely critical thinking creativity
collaboration and communication this book presents both the problems or gaps causing barriers
and brings forth practical solutions digital and non digital to meet the educational shifts the
chapters will determine the specific barriers that exist whether political social economic or
technological to integrating competencies and the methods or strategies that can eliminate these
barriers through compatible instructional approaches additionally the chapters provide
knowledge on the impacts of digitalization in general on teaching and learning and how digital
innovations are either beneficial to removing impediments for students or rather causing
obstructions in integrating the four competencies this book is ideally intended for educators and
administrators working directly with students educational researchers educational software
developers policymakers teachers practitioners and students interested in how 21st century
competencies can be taught while facing the impacts of digitalization on education

this book presents a framework for teaching that empowers students fosters literacy development
and explains the underlying factors that influence pedagogy highlighting practices from around the
globe
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